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“It’s not just about business,
but about boosting
internationalisation
and cooperation
in order to bring together
Italian and African actors”
Cleophas Adrien Dioma
IABW Executive President

IABW – Italia Africa Business Week is the first and main italo-african economic Forum. Is promoted by Le Réseau in
partnership with Assolombarda, ISPI - Istituto per gli Studi di Politica Internazionale, R&P Legal, Confindustria
Assafrica&Mediterraneo and Confindustria Dispositivi Medici. The aim of the Forum is to create synergies and build bridges
between the two Mediterranean sides, matching the African continent needs with italian know-how and excellence in different
areas, craft, industrial and managerial.

The idea of an italo-african economic Forum was born after the first Italy-Africa Conference of May 2016, with a view of
creating a stable link between the two shores of the Mediterranean, a useful meeting, knowledge, economic and commercial
partnership platform to foster trade and skills exchange between Italy and Africa. 

REBRANDiNG ITALY iN AFRICA



The 4th edition of
IABW will take place
in the headquarters of
the conference room 
of Villa Aurelia
Via Leone XIII, 459
00165 - Roma
on November 9/10/11
2020

Conferences, workshops, high-level panel, B2B and B3B meetings, vertical and dedicated sponsors, commercial
partnerships and lots of networking activities: lay a solid foundation on which to build a new business is work that starts
from mutual knowlegde and awareness of one's own means and own business needs. 

The objective of IABW is to provide all the tools to foster new partnerships by addressing italian and african SMEs, the
heart of the entrepreneurial world on both sides of the Mediterranean, but also to companies with important capital intent
on starting healthy and high level partnership with new African realities and institutions.

Creating the conditions to encourage collaborations between Italy and African countries is the main ultimate goal of IABW:
to introduce excellence and know-how in the African market by promoting the exchange of knowledge, training and
encouraging the creation of local structures and businesses, creating value and employment at all levels and for the actors
involved



SECTORS OF iNTERVENTION

Agribusiness
Agriculture and agribusiness are the two most
promising and dynamic sectors of the African
continent. In addition to this, the agri-food
sector represents Italian excellence of the
highest value, recognized throughout the world.
Today agribusiness employs 60% of the

population of sub-Saharan Africa, representing 24% of the region's
GDP. A sector that is rich in excellence, such as the tomato supply
chain in Cameroon and Zimbabwe, that of cocoa and coffee in the
Ivory Coast, Ethiopia and Ghana, that of cotton in Benin and Burkina
Faso: raw materials at the base of high quality of Italian agro-industry,
manufacturing and food processing. This, more than any other, is the
sector that contributes to global and local growth of income in rural
areas, stimulates the growth of all economy sectors and directly
reduces levels of poverty, hunger, malnutrition.

Biomedical
Health is the primary asset of all people at all
latitudes and, from a local economic point of
view, it can become a powerful driving force for
economic well-being: a health system, in order
to function properly, requires trained medical
and nursing staff updated, cutting-edge industry

sectors to produce medical technologies at lower costs, prevention,
diagnostics, treatment and level rehabilitation. The biomedical and
medical devices sector can make a decisive contribution to raising
general well-being and a real change of pace in African countries,
creating the conditions for economic development along with social
development.

Renewable energies
Access to electricity remains a key challenge for
the development of much of the African
continent. Renewable energies, combined with
technological innovation, could represent the
best and most ecological solution to electricity
shortages. Bridging the technological gap by

interfacing with innovation and partial solutions offered by different
african entities and start-ups represent an important driving force for
development and an important point of the 2030 Sustainable
Development Agenda from the United Nations.

Textile and fashion
According to the African Development Bank,
the value of the fashion market in Africa
fluctuates between 15 and 30 billion dollars a
year: more than a half is represented by the
informal market. Creativity in the textile sector of
much of the African continent goes hand in

hand with the production of raw materials, from cotton to vegetable
fibers to semi-finished leather. Out of 54 countries in the continent 38
are producers of high quality cotton: the strengthening of the textile
industry and the fashion manufacturing sector have already had a
great impact on the economies of countries such as Burkina Faso,
Ethiopia, Mozambique and Morocco. A sector, that of fashion, which is
already exploding in Africa: the international fashion weeks in Nigeria,
Ghana and South Africa recall, every year, a vast public, of high
economic depth and not only in Africa and in this context the “Made in
Italy ", Which alone represents a quality brand recognized all over the
world, can play a strategic role both to supply ideas and raw materials
and to transfer skills and create new growth opportunities in Africa.

Infrastructures
Infrastructure development is the key to
attracting foreign investments but also to
improve intra-African trade flows. The
infrastructural deficit is one of the most
widespread and blocking problem for the
development  of most African state. In this

sector Italian know-how can be decisive, as well as in engineering
quality, in optimizing use of resources so as to enable the full
economic potential of infrastructure projects in Africa to be reached. 

Innovative start-ups and
new technologies
The average age of the entire African continent,
19, tells a lot about the creative opportunities
embodied by the start-ups that animate the
continent: Rwanda and Ethiopia are, in this
sense, the elephants of Africa. Today innovation

is the key to economy trasformation, from global to digital: internet
and mobiles are fundamental resources for access to knowledge and
know-how. Reducing the digital divide, making the most of resources
and enhancing African creativity by putting new technologies and
European technological know-how at the service of primary needs is
the key to promoting growth, knowledge and sustainable
development.

Tourism and safety
Safaris and tourist villages, climbing and
backpack-on-shoulder trips, modern cities full of
clubs and rich nightlife, high-level forums and
cultural events, Africa is now partially stripped of
that romantic and stereotyped patina of yellow
and sandy roads, drums and big game. The

complexity, the diversity and the poignant beauty of so many areas of
the continent makes Africa a perfect place to create economy through
tourism and there are many Italian companies that, in this sector, have
carved out a space of quality and important economy in the country
where they are installed. One sector, that of tourism, which goes hand
in hand with that of security and which still today represents a problem
in some areas that are touristy, attractive but discouraging from the
point of view of the safety of the person and his assets. Italy, a
country that more than any other in the world knows how to
experience tourism by enhancing its beauty and which is among the
first in the world in terms of information security and technological
research in the security sector, can in this sense contribute to growth
and tourism development in Africa.

Waste management
The great urbanization of Africa's different cities
poses a great challenge, fundamental for the
quality of life and the protection of the
environment: the management of urban waste
and water treatment. The potential future
African smart-cities, with a view to improving

services and substantially reducing operating costs, have the need for
more intelligent and efficient collection systems and low environmental
impact and large capacity disposal systems. of recycling. The global
technological revolution is transforming the way we think about waste
management: in this, Africa represents a great opportunity for
experimentation, development and growth. 



PARTICiPANTS

For this new 2020 edition, we propose a hybrid event: in-presence and
virtual, from November from 9th to 11th November , 2020

A choice between

At the Villa Aurelia Conference Center, Via Leone XIII,
459 00165 – Rome, to:  
› meet hundreds of Italian and African decision makers
and entrepreneurs

› attend conferences, talks and business workshops 
› participate in exclusive activities
› take part in B2B/B3B and networking moments 
› present your project to as many people as possible 
› identify new opportunities

Price: 500 euro + VAT

The IABW is dematerialized via a dedicated platform, to
allow the greatest number of people to:

› follow the conferences (live and replay), 
› get in contact with the participants of your choice 
› take part in virtual B2B/B3B and networking moments
› share comments through chats and discussion forums

Price: 300 euro + VAT

VIRTUAL FORUMIN-PRESENCE FORUM



ITALY
new perspectives

Italy is the seventh economy in the
world and it accounts for 17% of the
single European market. This is a
country strongly oriented to foreign
trade, as it’s the tenth in the world by
value of exportations and twelfth by
value of imports. 
Italy is a country with a history linked
to SMEs and a strong industrial
culture, both useful to the
development of the African
continent.

DIASPORA
resource to be valued

The migrant entrepreneurship,
despite the crisis and persistent
difficulties, is growing strong. This
growth is so significant that it has
influenced the positive balance of the
recorded business in the chamber of
commerce board during the year
2015/2016 (Report over immigration
and entrepreneurship 2015 - IDOS).
We are facing a powerful
entrepreneurial group which, if
properly supported, can work as a
starter and carrier of  important
actions of co-development.
The migrant entrepreneurs can
therefore be actors of international
cooperation, help the
internationalization of Italian
businesses towards Africa, and,
above all, participate in the creation
of small and medium enterprises.
They are a unique resource in the
relations Italia-Africa, a resource
which we would like to enhance
during the Italia Africa Business
Week.

AFRICA
new opportunities

Africa is the continent which owns,
more than any other, the potential to
realize a sustainable economic
growth. This potential is still mostly
unexpressed, and the use of new
technologies and advanced
productive processes will allow a
steady development along new
routes, respecting the human
dimension and its environment.
Moreover we are witnessing
important progresses in geopolitical
stability, security, democracy,
governance and respect of human
rights, these results must be
maintained and improved.

OPPORTUNiITY
Knowledge, contacts, relationships, exchange, sharing, development, strategy, information, culture (of
growth), process, investments, returns, entrepreneurship, market, communication, diaspora, bridge, youth,
technology, diplomacy and methodology will be the keywords of the fourth edition of IABW.



Almost 300 among businesses, institutions, and media are invited to this important event with the goal to unite the
efforts of African and Italian actors for the development of the African continent, the growth of the Italian economy, and
to draw the international attention over the challenges and opportunities in many key sectors.
To become sponsor of Italia Africa Business Week is not only an important moment of visibility for your business, in
front of new actors (Africans and Italians), but it means above all to be bearers of innovation, technology, and education
at high level. 

Associating your name to the third edition of Italia Africa Business Week gives you the following benefits:

› visual presence of the brand
› possibility to interact with the participants

› privileged access to important guests
› interaction with national and international press

For information : iabw.eu/en/sponsors//

The subscription package as participant includes:
› Right to participate to all events of the forum
(conferences, round tables, workshops…)

› Right to ask B2B meetings in the sectors of interest
› Transfers from and to hotels partners and the location
of the IABW

› Lunches, coffee breaks and appetizers organized
during the two days of the Forum

› WiFi access in the hall of the event
› Wardrobe service
› Translation in real time service (French, English,
Italian)

› Interpreter service during B2B
› Possibility to have a facilitator during B2B meetings

For information : iabw.eu/en/register/
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Per informazioni: iabw.eu/iscrizioni/
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Per informazioni: iabw.eu/iscrizioni/

MODALITiES OF PARTICIPATION
There are different ways to participate in the Italia Africa Business Week



www.iabw.eu

info@iabw.eu

+39.333.2246672
+39.338.7749076

ItaliaAfricaBusinessWeek

ITALIAFRICA BUSINESS WEEK 

JOIN THE BUSINESS 
COMMUNITY AND TAKE PART
IN THE EVENT 
FOR YOUR BUSINESS 
AND YOUR PRODUCTS.

MEDIA PARTNERS

UNDER THE PATRONAGE OFOPENING CONFERENCE UNDER THE PATRONAGE OF

SPONSORS

PARTNERS


